Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

localities where ore and fuel could be assembled
in vast tonnages at low cost, and markets reached
with the greatest facility. The first effect of
this discovery was to practically limit the pro-
duction of iron and steel in large tonnages to
regions most accessible to great ore and fuel
deposits. The Pittsburg and Youngstown dis-
tricts had no rival in this respect except, per-
haps, the Atlantic coast district, where the rich
ores of Cuba and South America were available
at equal distance from the Connellsville coke
field. Even this district is now suffering from
the accidental dislocation of ocean freight serv-
ice and is glad to get ores from Lake Superior,
which have no equal in low cost and purity;

Unfortunately I am not able to give the cost
of ore at the furnaces of early days. The rec-
ords then kept were imperfect in this respect
and the dollar did not mean the same thing as
It does now. But it was very high, in spite of
the exceedingly low price of other commodities,
and must have varied greatly at different fur-
naces, depending on whether it was mined from
rich deposits or from those where it was poor
in quality and limited in quantity.

The honor of discovering the ore deposits
near Lake Superior is variously claimed. Some